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(54) Trolley for cable supporting chain 

(57) A trolley for cable supporting chain is disclosed 
comprising a body (2) at whose ends one or more pul- 
leys (5) are connected and associated to ropes (6) con- 
strained at their ends to a mobile user fed by said cable 
supporting chain (7) and constrained to the ends of the 
upper portion (9) of said cable supporting chain (7), said 
chain (7) being operatively associated to said trolley (1 , 
20,30) so that a length (8) of said upper portion (9) is 
not in contact with said trolley (1 , 20, 30), with a config- 



uration determined by gravity by the physical features 
of its links and the load supported by the chain, while 
the lower portion (10) of said chain (7) is substantially 
standstill relative to said trolley (1 , 20, 30), characterized 
in that said trolley (1 , 20,30) and said chain (7) are op- 
eratively associated to each other through different roll- 
ers (18) or roller lines (3, 4, 15, 16) between trolley (1 , 
20, 30) and said lower chain portion (10) and between 
trolley (1, 20, 30) and said upper chain portion (9) re- 
spectively. 
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Description 

[0001] The present invention relates to a trolley for ca- 
ble supporting chain. 

[0002] Cable supporting chains have been known and 
used since several years for conveyance of energy or 
fluids in many industrial applications. Said chains gen- 
erally slide in a guide channel, as it is practically impos- 
sible to make a self bearing cable supporting chain, al- 
lowing the upper portion of the chain to move remaining 
parallel to the lower portion. Therefore said chains fall 
and slide on themselves generating a considerable fric- 
tion in spite of use of special self lubricating materials. 
Said friction becomes excessive for the forces involved 
if the chain has a considerable length (over 60- 80 me- 
ters) or high loads per length unit. 
[0003] In order to remove this inconvenience mobile 
trolleys were devised which are interposed between the 
two chain portions so that the chain does not slide on 
itself with its lower and upper portions. 
[0004] More particularly the document EP 0725228 
B1 granted on April 5, 2000 to Hubbell Incorporated, dis- 
closes a trolley for cable supporting chain wherein said 
chains having a predetermined bending radius are 
spaced and not supported by the trolley and its mem- 
bers at the bend formed near the user to which trolley 
and chains are connected, while said trolley assists the 
movement of the chains by the friction engagement be- 
tween some members generally consisting of rollers 
and said chains. 

[0005] Although the above mentioned prior art trolley 
and chain assembly solves said technical problem, it 
has however some drawbacks. 

[0006] Indeed said sliding members or rollers provid- 
ed in the known trolley, slide both on the upper chain 
portion arranged above the trolley and on the lower 
chain portion thus generating a strong friction that is the 
source of very high dissipation although it is used to 
move the trolley and chain assembly. 
[0007] Such a high friction is due to the fact that the 
trolley for practical reasons generally has a linear length 
approximately equal to the half of the stroke of the user 
fed by the chain and therefore the upper chain portion 
moves at a double linear velocity relative to the trolley 
which in turn is moving relative to the standstill lower 
chain portion. Therefore if the same rollers of the trolley 
are sliding at the same time on both chain portions, the 
upper chain portion is practically dragged, because the 
rollers tend to keep a surface speed equal to trie trolley 
speed, and this drag will cause high dissipation and sev- 
eral maintenance problems. 

[0008] The object of the present invention is to re- 
move the drawbacks of the prior art. 
[0009] Therefore object of the present invention is to 
provide a trolley for cable supporting chain of simple 
structure adapted to eliminate most friction generated 
between trolley and chain so as to carry out the trolley 
and chain assembly more efficient as to wear and ener- 



gy consumption and more reliable as to useful life. 
[0010] Briefly the present invention provides for a trol- 
ley for cable supporting chain comprising a body at 
whose ends one or more pulleys are connected and as- 

5 sociated to ropes constrained at their ends to a mobile 
user fed by said cable supporting chain and connected 
to the ends of the upper chain portion, said chain being 
operatively associated to said trolley in such a way that 
a length of said upper chain portion is not in contact with 

10 said trolley, with a configuration determined by gravity 
according to the physical features of the chain links and 
the load to be supported, while said lower chain portion 
is generally static relative to said trolley, wherein said 
trolley and said chain are operatively associated to each 

15 other through separate rollers or roller lines between 
trolley and said lower chain portion and trolley and said 
upper chain portion. 

[0011] Accordingly the trolley for cable supporting 
chain of the invention is characterized by comprising the 

20 features indicated in claim 1 ). Other advantageous fea- 
tures are set forth in the dependent claims. 
[0012] Further advantages, features and details of the 
trolley for cable supporting chain according to the inven- 
tion will be better understood by reading the following 

25 description with reference to the accompanying draw- 
ings in which some preferred embodiments are shown 
as an illustrative but non limiting example. 
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Fig. 1 is a partial perspective schematic view of the 
trolley for cable supporting chain according to the 
invention. 

Fig.2 is a partial perspective view of said trolley. 
Fig. 3 is a broken cross sectional view of the trolley 
for cable supporting chain according to the inven- 
tion. 

Fig. 4 is a cross sectional view of a second embod- 
iment of the trolley for cable supporting chain of the 
invention. 

Fig. 5 is a cross sectional view of another embodi- 
ment of the trolley of the invention. 



[0013] With reference now to the above mentioned 
figures of the drawings, the trolley for cable supporting 
chain according to the invention has a body 2 of a gen- 

45 erally parallelepipedal form and a length preferably 
equal to about the half of the stroke of the mobile user 
(not shown) fed by a chain 7 associated to trolley 1 . 
[0014] Said body 2 has a plurality of rollers whose 
centers of rotation on each side of the trolley 1 are iar- 

so ranged along two different parallel lines, an upper line 
3, 16 and a lower line 4,15, also the upper lines 3, 16 
and the lower lines 4, 15 of the two sides of the trolley 
1 , 30 being parallel to each other. 
[0015] Said body 2 is also provided at its ends with 

55 pulleys 5 to which control and movement means such 
as ropes 6 are operatively associated. Said ropes 6 are 
fixed at the ends to the moving point of said user and 
during operation said ropes 6 slide on the pulleys 5 
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causing the trolley 1 , 20, 30 to move. 
[0016] Said chain 7 has also its ends fixed to said us- 
er, and is associated to the trolley 1 , 20, 30 by sliding 
on said rollers as it will be better described hereinafter. 
[0017] More particularly in a first embodiment of the 
trolley 1 according to the invention shown in Fig. 3, the 
upper lines 3 and the lower lines 4 are in contact with 
an upper portion 9 of the chain 7 above the trolley 1 and 
a lower portion 10 of the chain 7 below the trolley re- 
spectively, a lower channel 11 contains the lower chain 
portion 10 while the side walls 13 of the trolley 1 are 
acting as a guide for the upper portion 9 of said chain 7. 
[0018] In a second embodiment of the trolley 20 ac- 
cording to the invention, as shown in Fig. 4, instead of 
having said roller lines 3 and 4, the trolley is provided at 
its side ends with a sliding channel 12 in the form of an 
inverted C allowing a plurality of rollers 18 mounted di- 
rectly on the chain 7 to slide and be guided above and 
below the trolley, while a lower channel 17 allows the 
lower portion 1 0 of the chain 7 to slide. 
[0019] In a further embodiment shown in Fig. 5, a trol- 
ley 30 is provided with a lower channel 14 having a 
greater height than the preceding one and having a sec- 
tional form of an inverted S guiding the lower portion 1 0 
of the chain 7, while the trolley 30 is resting on said chan- 
nel with a lower line of rollers 15 all arranged outside its 
walls, while in the upper part upper lines of rollers 1 6 all 
inside the walls of the trolley 30 cause the upper portion 
9 of chain 7 to slide thereon, and finally the side walls 
13 of the trolley 30 enclose and guide the movement of 
the upper portion 9 of chain 7 as in the first embodiment. 
[0020] It is also to be noted that as shown in Fig. 1, 
irrespective of the form of each link of the chain 7, wheth- 
er or not having a predetermined bend : there will be al- 
ways a length 8 of said chain near said user, at which 
said chain is cleared from the trolley 1 , 20, 30, and has 
a bend determined by gravity according to the physical 
features of the chain itself and of any other element as- 
sociated thereto such as cylinders to set the bend, 
number and weight of the cables and so on. 
[0021] The general operation of the trolley for cable 
supporting chain according to the invention is substan- 
tially similar to the prior art trolleys. The mobile user fed 
by the chain 7 supported by trolley 1 , 20, 30, is moving 
being constrained atthe ends of said chain and to ropes 
6 sliding on pulleys 5 connected to the trolley 1 , 20, 30. 
As the length of the user stroke is approximately double 
relative to the trolley length and the chain 7 with its upper 
portion 9 is directly constrained on said user, said upper 
portion 9 of chain 7 will have a linear velocity equal to 
the user and double of the trolley 1 , 20, 30, while the 
lower portion 1 0 of the chain 7 is substantially standstill. 
[0022] In the trolley of the invention the friction forces 
between the upper portion 9 of chain 7 and the trolley 
1 , 20, 30 are almost totally absent, because unlike what 
happens in the prior art trolleys, in each embodiment 
shown and every different version thereof in view of the 
described arrangement of rollers between trolley and 



10 



chain, there is a rolling motion of the trolley on the lower 
portion 10 of chain 6 and a rolling motion of the upper 
portion 9 of chain on trolley 1 , 20, 30. 
[0023] This is due because in each case there are dif- 
ferent rollers or roller lines in contact between trolley and 
lower portion of the chain and between trolley and upper 
portion of the chain, respectively. Indeed this kind of kin- 
ematic motion is allowed by the embodiment shown in 
Fig. 4 with the rollers arranged on the chain as well as 
by the embodiments with the rollers on the trolley 1 , 30 
of Figs. 3 and 5 respectively, wherein the rollers are ar- 
ranged on the trolley all inside the trolley walls (Fig. 3) 
or inside and outside said walls (fig. 5), respectively. 
Therefore any drag of said chain 7 on the trolley 1 , 20, 
*5 30 is excluded and as a consequence frictions are 
strongly reduced, less energy is dissipated and the re- 
liability of the assembly is generally improved. 
[0024] Obviously what disclosed for one individual 
chain may be attained in the same way for applications 
with trolleys provided with more chains. 
[0025] It is clear that many modifications, adaptations, 
additions, variations and substitutions may be made to 
the embodiments hereinbefore described as illustrative 
and non limiting examples, without however falling out- 
side the scope of the invention as indicated in the fol- 
lowing appended claims. 
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Claims 

1. A trolley for cable supporting chain comprising a 
body (2) at whose ends one or more pulleys (5) are 
connected and associated to ropes (6) constrained 
at their ends to a mobile user fed by said cable sup- 
35 porting chain (7) and constrained to the ends of the 
upper portion (9) of said cable supporting chain (7), 
said chain (7) being operatively associated to said 
trolley (1 , 20,30) so that a length (8) of said upper 
portion (9) is not in contact with said trolley (1, 20, 
30), with a configuration determined by gravity by 
the physical features of its links and the load sup- 
ported by the chain, while the lower portion (10) of 
said chain (7) is substantially standstill relative to 
said trolley (1, 20, 30), characterized in that said 
trolley (1 , 20,30) and said chain (7) are operatively 
associated to each other through different rollers 
(18) or roller lines (3, 4, 15, 16) between trolley (1 , 
20, 30) and said lower chain portion (10) and be- 
tween trolley (1 , 20, 30) and said upper chain por- 
tion (9) respectively. 

2. The trolley for cable supporting chain according to 
claim 1), characterized in that said body (2) of said 
trolley (1 ) is provided with a plurality of rollers whose 
centers of rotation on each side of the trolley (1 ) are 
arranged along two different parallel lines, an upper 
line (3) and a lower line (4) being also parallel to 
each other and inside lateral walls (13) on both 
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sides of the trolley (1 ), said upper lines (3) and lower 
lines (4) of said rollers being in contact with said up- 
per portion (9) of chain (7) above the trolley (1 ) and 
with the lower portion (10) of chain (7) below the 
trolley (1 ) respectively, a lower channel (1 1 ) contain- 5 
ing said lower portion (10), while said lateral walls 
(1 3) of trolley (1 ) are acting as a guide for the upper 
portion (9) of said chain (7). 

3. The trolley for cable supporting chain according to io 
claim 1), characterized in that said trolley (30) is 
provided with a plurality of rollers whose centers of 
rotation at each side of the trolley (30) are arranged 
along two different parallel lines, an upper line (16) 
and a lower line (15), a lower channel (14) having is 
the form of an inverted S so as to guide said lower 
portion (1 0) of said chain (7) while the trolley (30) is 
resting on said channel with a lower line (1 5) of roll- 
ers all arranged outside its walls (13), while upper 
lines (16) of rollers all arranged inside the waits (13) 20 
of the trolley (30) cause said upper portion (9) of the 
chain (7) to slide thereon, the lateral walls (13) of 
trolley (30) containing and guiding the movement of 

the upper portion (9) of chain (7). 

25 

4. The trolley for cable supporting chain according to 
claim 1), characterized in that said trolley (20) is 
provided at its side ends with a slide channel (12) 
in the form of an inverted C allowing a plurality of 
rollers (18) directly mounted on said chain (7) to 30 
slide and be guided above and below the channel, 

a lower channel (1 7) allowing said lower portion (1 0) 
of chain (7) to slide. 

35 
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